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 Description of a Book

This book presents the subject of Compiler Design in a way that’s understandable to a programmer, rather than a mathematician. My basic premise is that the best way to learn how to write a compiler is to look at one in depth; the best way to understand the theory is to build tools that use that theory for practical ends. So, this book is built around working code that provides immediate practical examples of how given theories are applied. I have deliberately avoided mathematical notation, foreign to many pro-grammers, in favor of English descriptions of the theory and using the code itself to explain a process. If a theoretical discussion isn’t clear, you can look at the code that implements the theory. I make no claims that the code presented here is the only (or the best) implementation of the concepts presented. I’ve found, however, that looking at an implementation-at any implementation–can be a very useful adjunct to understanding the theory, and the reader is well able to adapt the concepts presented here to alternate implementations.
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She illustrated her first published children’s book in 1992 and soon began illustrating full-time. She began completing manuscripts and mailing them out to publishers in the early 1990s. In 1996, she sold her first two manuscripts: A Spooky Lift-the-Flap Book and Pen Pals. Now she writes full-time, having written and illustrated over 130 children’s books.
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